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time that we acknowledge their proved blemishes. False delicacy
is no delicacy. If Deshbandhu was guilty of Tammany Hall
methods, let us own the fact and, whilst treasuring all that was
noblest in him, let us beware of his particular methods. But believ-
ing as I did that he was not guilty of those methods, I could not
conceive a happier occasion than the one I had at the University
Institute.1

But what are Tammany Hall methods? If I know them cor-
rectly, it is a name given to the machinations secret and open
resorted to by a class of men in America for seizing for their selfish
end corporations and offices in which they do not hesitate to make
use of fraud, bribery and every form of public corruption. I had
the most emphatic repudiation from Deshbandhu's most trusted
lieutenants and, then, at Darjeeling, from Deshbandhu himself,
with the invitation to investigate such charges and publicly de-
nounce every proved charge of bribery or corruption. The first
indispensable test of Tammany Hall is obviously lacking. Neither
Deshbandhu nor his lieutenants to his knowledge had any selfish
ends to serve. Indeed, such people could not long remain with
him. So if any one bribed anybody else, it was for an unselfish
end. But, personally, I draw no distinction between the two forms
of bribery. Nor did Deshbandhu draw any. He said to me em-
phatically that he could not, even if he would, free his country by
corrupt methods, if only because the Government had reduced
bribery or corruption to a perfect science. The truth is that for the
first time, within the experience of the present generation we have
a well-drilled, disciplined and compact political party functioning
in the Councils and the Assembly. It^ therefore, seems unthinka-
ble to some that such a party could be kept together without
bribery and corruption. The Government has done their best to
discredit the party by all the means at its command* Rival poli-
tical parties have- lent a ready ear to every rumour or talk about
bribery. There is no doubt that some people honestly believe that
bribery was one of the means resorted to by Deshbandhu for
keeping the Party- together and gaining other support at crucial
moments in the Council.

So far as I know, there is no foundation for the charge. The
memory of Deshbandhu will not suffer by anyone who can clearly
establish the charge of his having done so. It is better that the
public know definitely what is said in inaudible tones. After all,
the charge was not merely against the Deshbandhu, rather it was
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